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Course Description:

This course aims to analyse the performance of the agricultural sector since Independence, what
had led to changes in performance of the sector and what accounts for these changes. It brings into
focus the impact of agricultural performance on different sections of the rural population. In this
backdrop the course also focusses on policy level developments that had impacted Indian
agriculture in the pre-and post-reform period and the changing role of rural institutions to meet
these challenges for a sustainable growth trajectory. The new trade policy regime, following the
WTO Agreement on Agriculture, has necessitated major structural changes in the way countries
support their agriculture. Against this background, it covers two of the major issues—food
security and climate change—that has come up with changes in economic regimes at the domestic
and global level. Through this course, the students will get a better understanding of the
interlinkages between agriculture, food security and future global development and environmental
changes.

Course objectives:

= Understanding agriculture and food security in the context of global developmental challenges

=  Acquaint the students with the growth performance of Indian agriculture since Independence

= Understanding the impact of macro policy level changes on different sections of the rural
population in India

= Understanding various agrarian issues and challenges in relation the development of new
agricultural technology and also the formulation of policies in the field of agriculture and rural
development

Course content

Module | Topic T | P
1 Conceptualizing Agriculture and Food security for Sustainable | 10 |0 | O
Development

This module is designed to help the students get a better understanding
of the concepts of food security and agriculture and to link it with the
various global developmental challenges such as climate change. The
Module will also introduce the students to various methods of
enhancing the sustainability of the agriculture and food systems
especially under current and future scenarios of climate change and
resource scarcity. The module will cover the four topics given below;

=  Agriculture and food security: Concepts

= Agriculture and global development challenges

= Agriculture and climate change

= Sustainable agriculture systems

2, Growth and Policy Interventions 10 |0 |O
The main aim of this module is to gauge the performance of the post-
independent Indian agriculture and policy interventions at different
phases. The module will enable the students to understand impacts of




policies on different classes in the rural areas and also the development

trajectory of Indian agriculture since Independence. Three main topics

of discussions are as follows”

= Understanding growth performance of Indian Agriculture- (Pre-and
Post-Reforms);

= Implementation of Land Reforms in India- (The Case of West

Bengal);
= Economic Differentiation in the rural areas
3. Agrarian changes in Rural development 10 |0 |O

The main aim of this model is to understand various issues related rural
and agricultural development in India. The discussion will start with
the Green Revolution and its social impact in Indian agriculture and
society. In the second part of discussion, a special attention will be
given on the ongoing agrarian crises in India. In the third part, the
introduction of new agricultural technology will be discussed. Finally,
a topic on various developmental challenges of scheduled tribes in
India will be discussed. Thus, four major topics of discussions are —

=  Green Revolution in India and its impact

= Contemporary agrarian crises in India

= Biotechnology in Agriculture: some issues and challenges

= Developmental Challenges of Scheduled Tribes in India

30 |0 |0

Evaluation criteria:

1. Module-1: Test-1/Term Paperx 40% [After the completion Module 1/ last week of February]

2. Module-2: Test-2 /Presentation-1x 30% [After the completion Module 2/ second week of
March]

3. Module -3: Test-3/ Presentation-2x 30 % [After the completion Module 3/ last week of April]

«Term Paper: For the term paper, the students will select a topic from their area of interests in the
respective module of the course.

This is an individual assignment where the students will be asked to select a topic related to
Module 1 in consultation with the respective faculty member of the module. The assignment will
include introduction/ background, objectives, findings and discussion and relation to the SDGs.

«Presentation: 1t is exclusively individual presentation. The topic of the presentation will be
based on the agrarian issues and will be selected in consultation with the respective faculty
member of the module. The presentation will include introduction, research problem and
objective, findings and discussion and policy recommendation.

Learning outcomes:

Students will develop a critical understanding on the growth trajectory and development of

agricultural sector in India and on issues like food security and climate change that can impact the

livelihood strategy of substantial sections of the rural population. The specific outcomes of the

above-mentioned evaluation criteria as follows:

= Test-1: An understanding of interlinkages between agriculture, food security and global
developmental challenges

= Test-2: Critical understanding of growth trajectories of Indian agriculture and policy impacts
on different sectors of the rural population

= Test-3: Critical understanding of agrarian changes in Rural development




Pedagogical approach:

Class sessions will entail a lecture component, combined with discussion of assigned readings and
the documentaries shown. Students will write two term papers and give one oral presentation
which will be evaluated on the basis of empirical understanding as well as the critical review of
the subject, which would be evaluated by the instructors.
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