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Course Description 
It is expected that the increasing urbanization in India will exert tremendous pressure on urban infrastructure. Laws and 

policies play a significant role in improving urban infrastructure. In this context, this course is an attempt to provide an 

overview of the laws and policies relating to urban infrastructure. The course provides an introduction to the urban governance 

structure in India, an overview of different policies and a critical analysis of the laws and policies in the particular sector. 

Course objectives 

1. To provide an overview of the urban governance system in India and the various policies at the national level having a 
bearing on urban infrastructure. 

2. To analyse various laws and policies applicable in different sectors of urban infrastructure. 

Course Content L T P 

Module 1: Urbanization and Governance 5 6 0 

Urbanization – Theories - Trends – Basic urban infrastructure services 

Urban Governance: 74th Constitutional Amendment – Different state and municipal laws – 

Different types of local bodies – Mayor in council – standing committees – ward committees 

Reforms – Area sabhas – public disclosure law – community 

participation law – e – governance – financial reforms 

 
An Overview of Urban Development Policies and Programmes: Smart Cities, AMRUT, 
JNNURM, Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Housing for All (PMAY-HFA), Shyama Prasad 
Mukherji National Rurban Mission (NRuM) etc. 

 

Accessibility 

SDGs and Urban Infrastructure: Goal 11 

Climate Resilience and Disaster Proofing of Urban Infrastructure 

Digital Infrastructure and Smart Cities 

 Social and Environmental Justice in Urbanization 

   

Module 2: Urban Planning 6 2  

Town and country planning laws – Development Authorities - Master plans – Land acquisition 
– land pooling – land ceiling laws – Heritage Conservation and Urban Planning- Right to 
Shelter and Housing Laws- Urban Redevelopment and Slum Rehabilitation 

   

Module 3: Urban Environment 6 2  

Air and water pollution – solid waste management – public spaces – sustainable urban 

water management- circular economy- urban bio-diversity and eco-system services - 

nature based solutions 

   

Module 4: Urban Mobility 4 2  



Metro – BRT – Mono rail – last mile connectivity- electric public transport- Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPPs) in Urban Transport 

   

Module 5: Housing 3 2  

Apartment legislations – Rent control – stamp duty – Real Estate Law – Model Building Bye 

Laws 
Slum development 

   

Module 6: Provision of services 5 2  

Role of Sectoral Regulators including Electricity Regulators and TRAI (Universal Service 
Obligations)- Para statals – Private participation – FDI- Labour Rights in Private Participation 

   

Total 29 16 0 

Evaluation criteria 

9. Minor Test: Written Examination- 20% [Syllabus: Module 1] 

10. Written Assignment: Research Paper or Case Comment – 20 % [Entire Syllabus] 
11. Presentation on the Assignment -20 % [Entire Syllabus] 
12. Major Test: Written Examination-40 % [Syllabus: Module 2-4] 

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the course, it is expected that the students will: 

Understand and Recall the key legal principles, regulatory frameworks, and governance mechanisms governing urban 
infrastructure, including urbanization trends, planning laws, environmental regulations, and service provision policies. 

[Minor Test, Major Test] 
Apply legal and analytical reasoning to real-world urban infrastructure challenges, interpreting policies and regulations 

related to urban planning, mobility, housing, and public services, while proposing practical solutions. 

[Case Comment, Presentation] 

Critically Analyze urban infrastructure laws and reforms, assessing their effectiveness in promoting sustainable urban 

development, social equity, and environmental protection, and identifying areas for legal and policy improvement. 

[Research Paper, Presentation] 
Evaluate the impact of public-private partnerships (PPPs), para-statals, and private sector involvement in urban 

infrastructure, considering legal frameworks, risk management, labor rights, and the provision of essential services. 
[Major Test, Research Paper, Case Study] 

Pedagogical approach 

A mixture of lecture and discussion methods will be adopted. The topics under each module will be introduced through an 

introductory lecture, followed by discussions by students. Students are expected to come prepared and initiate discussions 

on topics that have been assigned beforehand. 

Landmark Judgments: 

 

International Judgments 

 

11. United States v. Standard Oil Co. (1911) 

12. United States v. Microsoft Corp. (2001) 

13. Continental Can Company Case (ECJ, 1973) 
14. Hoffmann-La Roche v. Commission (ECJ, 1979) 
15. Intel v. European Commission (ECJ, 2022) 

16. EU Google Shopping Case (2017) 
17. United Brands v. Commission (ECJ, 1978) 

18. AstraZeneca v. European Commission (ECJ, 2012) 

19. Cartes Bancaires v. Commission (ECJ, 2014) 

20. Facebook (Meta) v. German Competition Authority (2023) 

Indian Judgments: 

11. Brahm Dutt v. Union of India (2005) 
12. CCI v. SAIL (2010) 
13. Competition Commission of India v. Excel Crop Care Limited (2017) 

14. DLF Ltd. v. Competition Commission of India (2014) 
15. CCI v. Bharti Airtel Ltd. (2019) 



16. Uber v. Competition Commission of India (2020) 
17. Amazon v. Future Retail (2021) 

18. Grasim Industries v. Competition Commission of India (2023) 

19. Google LLC v. Competition Commission of India (2023) 

20. Hindustan Zinc Ltd. v. Vedanta Ltd. (2023) 

Additional information (if any) 

Student responsibilities 
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