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Course description

The course aims to build perspective, attitude, and skills for systematic enquiry of qualitative research while focusing both
on theoretical and practical dimension. Considering holistic approach as a key principle, the course uses a combination of
didactic, interactive, and applied techniques to teach knowledge and skills relevant to qualitative research in development
studies. Starting with an understanding of philosophical foundation and theoretical framework, various elements of
qualitative research design, data collection and analysis will be discussed thoroughly.

Course objectives
e  Toexpose students to the insights of qualitative research from the perspective of development studies
e ToRecognize the uniqueness and distinctiveness of qualitative research
e To orient students with various theoretical frameworks while designing the qualitative research
e Togive practical training of qualitative data collection and analysis

Course content

Module Topic L|T]|P

1 Philosophy of social research 6
The main aim of this module is to facilitate the students to elucidate their philosophical
stance in relation to elaborating their research approach towards social inquiry. The module
will begin with the rationale of philosophical assumptions in research — ontology,
epistemology, and methodology followed by the conceptualization of three broad research
paradigms or worldviews — positivism, constructivism or interpretivism and pragmatism.
Further, the students will also be oriented with few interpretive frameworks. Hence, the
following topics will be covered in this module —
— Key philosophical assumptions — ontology, epistemology, and methodology
— Research paradigm/worldview — positivism, constructivism or interpretivism and
pragmatic approach
— Interpretive frameworks: Social Constructivism, Transformative Frameworks,
Social Justice Interpretive Framework, Critical Theory

2 Designing qualitative study 8 6
Purpose of this module is to make a framework or blueprint for conducting the qualitative
research. The module will start with the rationale of using qualitative study focusing
exclusively on when to use and what a qualitative study requires from us. Five key
approaches to qualitative research design followed by various aspects of literature review,
formulation of research problems and questions will be discussed elaborately.

— Rationale of using qualitative study

—  Five key approaches to qualitative inquiry

— Narrative research

Phenomenological research
—  Grounded theory research
Ethnographic research
Case study research
— Review of Literature
— Referencing and citation (training in Mendeley software)
—  Framing research problem statement and questions
— Research proposal writing

4 Qualitative data collection 9 8
The purpose of this module is to understand various aspects of data collection in the field
starting from the rapport establishment to qualitative sampling strategy, usage of various
qualitative tools etc. The module will enable the students to expose the reality in the field
situation while explaining various field related issues. The following topics will be covered in
the module.

- Access and Rapport (within the Five Approaches)

- Qualitative sampling strategy (participants, types of sampling, sample size)
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- Forms of Data: Interview methods (in-depth interview and FGD); Observation
method (direct, indirect, and participant observation)

- Validity in qualitative research and mixed method

—  Field Issues (access to the organization, observations, interviews, documents
and audiovisual materials, ethical issues)

Qualitative data analysis and representation 10 10
The main objective of this module is to analyze qualitative data as it largely involves
organizing the data, conducting a preliminary read-through of the database, coding and
organizing themes, representing the data, and forming an interpretation of them. The module
will start with the qualitative content analysis and will subsequently highlight data coding and
thematic analysis. The module will also introduce qualitative data analysis software called
NVivo and a training session will be conducted at the end of the module.

— Qualitative content analysis (conventional, directed, and summative content analysis,

— Qualitative data coding (in-vivo coding, process coding, open coding, descriptive, and

structural coding, simultaneous coding) and thematic analysis
— Qualitative data analysis software (NVivo)

Total 33 24

Evaluation criteria:

— Minor Test 1- (20%0): the minor test will specifically focus on students’ overall understanding on research
process covering Module 1 and 2.

— Submission of Research Report (80%b): the students will conduct a small fieldwork in the Delhi and NCR
region while choosing a topic. The students must incorporate qualitative in-depth interview, FGD, and
observation methods. A brief literature review is also required for the submission. The structure of the report
as follows

e Introduction

e Review of Literature

e Research Methodology

e Research Findings

e Conclusion

Indicators for assessment: (a) Gaps in the literature review and Identification of research problem; (b)
Identification of research objectives and question(s) and methodological design; (c) analytical rigor of

research findings and data representation; (d) Content, language, clarity (e) reference style and number
of references cited

Learning outcome

—  The students will be able to articulate the key features and benefits of qualitative research and when and how it

can be utilized
The students will be able to assess the applicability of a range of core qualitative approaches to their own research
topics and understand how these approaches can be applied to conduct effective research

—  The students will be competent to implement a range of qualitative data collection techniques including

interviews, observations, and documents.
With the help of hand-on-training, the students will be able to analyze qualitative data

Pedagogical approach

To support active learning (both individual and group learning), the lectures in this course are supplemented with
many practical works. The emphasis of practical hours (field visits) is to encourage the active involvement of
students in undertaking tasks that help them better understand concepts / methods / tools in qualitative research in
the field. Students practice and learn by conducting interviewing, focus groups, participatory exercises and survey
methods are practiced, and evaluated, in the form of role play, in-class activities and group exercises.
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Student responsibilities
Attendance: At-least 75% attendance will be necessary to be able to appear for the final exam.
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